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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 ﬁﬂnuesl

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

Rodent Prooling

EXFERICNCE YOU CAN TEUST

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: A7

Integrity

Frank Woodward

Knowledge

Should I Sell my Home Now or in the Spring?
Demand remains unusually strong for this late in the year and

should continue throughout the coming months. Ideal timing
to sell is nuanced depending upon your personal situation and
property condition.

Results

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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United Against Hate
Week Nov. 14-20

By Sora O'Doherty

The city of Orinda adopted a
declaration that Nov. 14-20 is
United Against Hate Week — a
campaign created by Bay Area
cities in response to white su-
premacist rallies in Berkeley
and San Francisco in 2017.
This year, the cities of Orinda
and Lafayette, the town of
Moraga, and local school dis-
tricts have joined the effort.
In introducing the matter
as an item for the good of the
city at the Nov. 2 city council
meeting, Mayor Amy Worth
noted that it is critical to know
how important it is to not

stand by in the face of hateful
speech or actions.

Council Member Inga
Miller said that Orinda has al-
ways been a community of
neighbors. “When you hear
about incidents,” she said, “it is
heartbreaking.” She added,
“Most people are welcoming
and compassionate. When
there are incidents that don’t
embody that; it is so important
that we gather together and
support the persons harmed.”
Things have been especially
difficult during the pandemic,
a time of social isolation.
Miller speculated that perpe-
trators are often led by suspi-
cion fed by fear, but the United
Against Hate movement wants
people to feel empowered to
come forward.

As part of the campaign,
there will be signs available
for display in stores and
homes. Available signs say ei-
ther Orinda United Against
Hate or Lamorinda United
Against Hate. Other localities
have their own signs. City
Manager David Biggs directed
members of the public inter-
ested in obtaining a sign to
publicinfo@cityoforinda.org

It’s goats for now for Orinda Oaks
Park, not cattle

By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda will be proceeding to
hire goats to reduce vegetation
at Orinda Oaks Park for fire
safety for the next year rather
than cattle. The city council
considered the matter which
was presented to them by city
manager David Biggs on Nov.
2. Biggs explained that city
staff has been evaluating the
options of having either goats
or cattle grazing the 120-acre
park to achieve a higher than
minimum standard of vegeta-
tion clearance. After discus-
sion, the council unanimously
agreed to a one-year pilot goat
grazing project.

Biggs explained that in ei-
ther case, the public would still
have access to the trails that
cross the property. Cattle
would be present for most of
the year, as they are on prop-
erty owned by Moraga that
borders the Orinda land.
Goats would be present for
more limited time periods.
Goats require temporary fenc-
ing that would be moved
around the property as the
grazing was underway, while

cattle require more permanent
fencing. Cattle grazing is more
economically beneficial, with a
10-year projected cost of only
$90,000, while the 10-year pro-
posed cost for using goats is
$618,000.

City staff reached out to
get opinions from neighboring
property owners about past
experience with cattle grazing,
and received 39 responses. The
responses were generally more
favorable to goat grazing, with
over 25% favoring cattle graz-
ing and over 69% favoring goat
grazing, even given the addi-
tional expense of goat grazing.

Jim Landau wrote to Biggs
to express his serious concerns
about cattle grazing, having
lived beside the park for over
40 years. In the past, when
cattle were grazed on the land,
they could not be adequately
contained, and frequently
broke out. He also expressed
concerns about the dangers
presented by cattle, and the
damage done by compacting
the ground. Goats, on the other
hand, eat everything, including
vegetation that cattle will not
eat, can handle grazing on

steep slopes, are more easily
contained and present for
shorter periods of time. Lan-
dau concluded, “We strongly
feel that goats provide a better
solution, reducing fuel load
while disturbing the integrity
of the land least. Cattle have
been tried before. The resi-
dents did not like the effect.
Let’s try something different
this time.”

Biggs said that the city has
one proposed contract for goat
grazing, but would like to get
two more. Council Member
Nick Kosla asked how long it
would take to do just perime-
ter versus the entire park but
was told that wouldn’t provide
additional benefit over me-
chanical clearing. Council
Member Dennis Fay said the
SSTOC was concerned that us-
ing goats rather than cattle can
cost a lot more over time but
Council Member Inga Miller
pointed out that cattle may
have more latent costs, damage
to people, damage to cattle, etc.
Mayor Amy Worth said, “We
need to look at environmental
science to care for this land
donated to the city.”
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ALAMO | $3,595,000

Welcome to this tour de force of design and construction on Stonegate's finest street! The substantial 4br/5ba estate home enjoys a pool, spa and large lawn areas.

Kelly Crawford 925.998.5599
Kelly.Crawford@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01327015

DIABLO | $2,000,000
Single-level fairytale home nestled in a prime location overlooking the 18th hole of a fabulous golf course & nearby Diablo Country Club with all its amenities.

; Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

ORINDA | $1,449,000
Nature embraced 3br/3.5ba modern home offers a conservatory & deck w/views.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

LAFAYETTE | $1,199,000
4br/2ba Single story rancher situated on almost a quarter Acre!

Camille Ahern 925.963.0068
camille@ahernregroup.com | CalRE #01865464

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906
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